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As the weather changes, Iôd like to acknowledge a change within                               

our agency. Congratulations are in order for our newly elected Chair-

man, Bill Farley, and our new Vice Chair, Angela Showell. Both are 

active  leaders and our agency looks  forward to their guidance.  

 I had the honor of addressing the Veterans Mental Health Summit in  

September. I informed the audience about the mental health issues    

facing veterans and how they often manifest during active service. It is  

important for the Commission to help find additional mental health  

resources for veterans. I am working with state mental health agencies 

to find assistance for veterans, while working to find ways for                  

veterans to access their care. The Federal Veterans Affairs Health                

System continues to work this issue but they are not the sole                              

mental health resource.  

The month of November features our Delaware Veterans Trust Fund                      

Dinner  and our Veterans Day Ceremony. Our trust fund has done an  

outstanding job of assisting veterans in financial need. By supporting                           

the  dinner we will gain additional funds to assist future veteran                       

requests. The dinner is Friday, November 4th and additional                          

information can be found in this newsletter. Our ceremony                                               

is one of our  keystone  events which pays tribute to                                                           

those who have served. The ceremony is Friday,                                                      

November 11th at  10:30 am. Same location, at the                                                   

Delaware Memorial Bridge Monument. Come out                                            

and  honor the service of our military heroes.   

http://www.veteransaffairs.delaware.gov
https://www.facebook.com/DELCOMMVeteransAffairs
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Captain USMC (Ret) James Lee Thompson of Felton, DE formerly of 

Rochester, NY, passed away Friday, September 9, 2016. He was 86. 

Captain Thompson was born in Montgomery, AL on March 30, 1930 

and was the son of James Thomas Thompson and Jean Bacon; both 

deceased. He was a Corporal with "B" Company, 19th Infantry Battal-

ion, USMCR, and was activated on June 28, 1950. He served with the 

8th Regiment at Camp Lejeune, where he was meritoriously promoted 

to SSgt. In 1952, he served with the 11th Marine Regiment during the 

Korean War and in 1955 he served on the Parade Staff at the Marine 

Barracks in Washington, DC.  In 1966, he was promoted to Warrant 

Officer and served with  the 1st Marines in Vietnam. His final duty 

station was with Co. ñD,ò Marine Security Guard Battalion in Panama 

City, Republic of Panama. Captain Thompson retired a July 1, 1973 

after completing 23 years in his Corps. He earned 15 decorations in-

cluding the Purple Heart, the Navy Commendation Medal with Com-

bat "D", the Meritorious Unit Commendation and the Combat Action 

Ribbon during his service.  

 

He selected Delaware as his retirement home, graduated college from Delaware State University, and began work-

ing for the Delaware State Auditor of Accounts first as an Auditor then as an Audit Supervisor. He retired again in 

1995.He served with the Delaware Commission of Veterans Affairs as a Governor appointed volunteer from 1970 

to 2013, serving six one year terms as its chairman. He was one of a number of veterans that worked successfully 

to obtain a veterans home in Delaware. Captain Thompson was a volunteer at the Dover Air Force terminal as a 

passenger advocate for 17 years; stopping in 2012. He was a member of the Marine Corps League and served in 

various state level and local positions over the years. He was also a member of: the Marine Corps Mustang Associ-

ation; the American Legion in Harrington; the Military Order of the Purple Heart; the Second Division Associa-

tion; the Vietnam Veterans of the 2d Battalion, 1st Marines; the AM Vets; and the Del Vets of Dover. 

 

Captain Thompson believed in young people and their abilities and served with the Boy Scouts of America in vari-

ous volunteer positions from 1967 to his death, serving in positions as Webelos Leader, Troop 13 Scoutmaster, 

Assistant District Commissioner on Okinawa, and troop and pack committees. He was very proud that he was able 

to encourage over 25 young men to earn the coveted rank of Eagle Scout. He worked for many years coordinating 

and volunteering for the Marines Toys for Tots program in Kent County Delaware. This program provided toys to 

children in need at Christmas time. He is a Master Mason and a 32nd Degree Scottish Rite. 

 

Above all, Jim's love for his family, his Country, and his Marine Corps was central to his life. He is survived by his 

wife Jo of 58 years, daughter Barbara Quigley and Mark her husband of Tampa, Florida, son Robert Thompson and 

his fianc®e Jodi of Phoenix, Arizona, daughter Dr. Jeanne Nichols-Willey and her husband Randy Willey of Felton, 

Delaware, and son LCDR Stephen Thompson USCG and his wife Amy of Pasadena, Maryland, and seven grand-

children, Kaitlyn and Kathryn Nichols, Conor and Alison Quigley, and Aiden, Liam and Natalie Thompson. 
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DELVETS HONORING 70 YEARS                                  

OF SERVING VETERANS 

DELVETS Post #1 was established 70 years ago in 1946 

and is one of the oldest veteransô organizations in the 

State of Delaware. This year we celebrate 70 years of 

serving veterans in the community.   

On August 3, 2016 we honored John Clark Houck, a 97 

year old WWII veteran who joined Post #1 in August 

1946 and has been a member for 70 years. This is a 

unique occasion in the State of Delaware where one of 

the first and major veterans organization honors one of its 

outstanding members and a Stateôs senior WWII veteran.  

State Senator Harris McDowell, a Marine veteran, pre-

sented Mr. Houck with a Proclamation from the Dela-

ware State Senate. Congratulations were also sent to Mr. 

Houck by U.S. Senator Tom Carper, a Vietnam veteran 

and New Castle County Register of Wills Ciro Poppiti, a 

member of the Delaware National Guard.  

Post #1 was established by a group of Delaware WWII 

veterans. In the spring of 1946, returning veterans of 

WWII including charter members ï Henry W. Bryan, 

Eugene A. Delle Donne, Robert K. Emmons, John E. 

Healy II, George F. Kelly Jr., James C. Stewart, William 

W. Swayze, James F. Toner, Jr., and Robert P. Vander-

grift formed the Veterans Organization. The Post contin-

ues to provide services to more than 700 members.       

(John Pastor, Secretary -jpastor9@verizon.net) 

 

  

 

THE BRONZE CROSS   

PRESENTATION TO                             

CADET ERIKA WHITE 

  
The members of the Legion of Valor 

(LOV) are recipients of either the Medal 

of Honor, the highest award our nation 

issues for valor, while serving in the 

Armed Services of the United States, or 

The Distinguished Service Cross, Navy 

Cross or Air Force Cross, our Nations second highest 

award for extraordinary heroism. Members of the 

LOV are truly the best our Nation has to offer.  

  

The Bronze Cross Achievement Program was ordained 

as a National Program in 1957. The criteria for the 

Award has been developed by the LOV in conjunction 

with officials of the Army, Navy and Air Force. 

  

In general, the standards of achievement for the award 

are similar to those required of the Armyôs Superior 

Cadet Award and has been adopted by the Navy, Ma-

rine Corp and Air Force. Because of the rigid standards, 

the LOV Bronze Cross for Achievement is issued in 

limited quantities to cadets and midshipman who 

demonstrate outstanding academic achievement, ex-

traordinary leadership and community service.  On av-

erage 60-65 annually, 77 will be issued this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In reading and hearing about Cadet White, her creden-

tials embody dedication, a ñcan-doò attitude, an insa-

tiable appetite for learning an ability to make a differ-

ence in her community, all by leading by exam-

ple; hallmarks of a great leader. 

  

It is my distinct honor and privilege, as an associate 

member of the LOV, to present the LOV Bronze Cross 

Achievement Award to Cadet Erika White. 

  
(Judy C. Campbell, DE Gold Star Representative) 
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